The Witness
Beaverton First United Methodist Church
12555 SW 4th Street – Beaverton, Oregon 97005
Email: office@beavertonumc.org - Website: www.beavertonumc.org
Phone: 503.646.7107

Our Vision: Here at the heart of Beaverton, Christ calls us to feed our community; body, mind and Spirit.
Our Mission: Knowing that our works change our community and ourselves; we seek to ensure that no one in
the Beaverton area goes hungry, investigate the teachings of Christ through research and communion with
others, and respectfully share the love of God with all.

Pastor’s Message

June, 2015
what church is all about? It isn’t really about
rules and regulations. It’s not about dos and
don’ts. It’s about hearing the voice of the
Spirit. It’s about listening to that voice
calling and following where it leads. It’s
about listening to the Scriptures and through
them the teachings of Jesus Christ. It is about
hearing, truly hearing the words from
Matthew 28…

This year at Annual Conference1 exciting
things are happening. Topping that list is the
election of Lay and Clergy delegates to the 2016
General and Jurisdictional Conferences. If you can’t
tell from that great logo of a familiar mountain, or if
you’ve missed me saying it a few (dozen) times,
General Conference 2016 is being held in Portland,
Oregon!!!!!!!!!!! Yes, right here in our backyard
United Methodists from all over the world will
gather to make decisions that will govern our church
for the next four years! This is an opportunity we
must not let pass us by. It will be happening in May
2016, but it begins this June when Paula Elder and I
again represent you and us at the 2015 OregonIdaho Annual Conference.
The Lay and Clergy delegates we help elect
this June will go to the floor of General Conference
and make policy, change language in the Book of
Discipline and, perhaps, make our church more open
and inclusive for all of God’s people. And isn’t that
-1end of this present age, whenever that may be. That
promise is one that Jesus did not make lightly and I

Jesus came near and spoke to them, “ I’ve
received all authority in heaven and on earth.
Therefore, go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to obey everything that I’ve
commanded you. Look, I myself will be with
you every day until the end of this present age
(Matthew 28:18-20 CEB)

Not only does Jesus send all of us to be
present to all of God’s people, ALL of God’s
people, But Jesus also promises to be with us
to the end of this present age, whenever that
may be. That promise is one that Jesus did
not make lightly and I do not accept lightly.
It is a covenant, an unbreakable promise,
between my savior and me that I will never be
left alone as I do the work he has called me to
do, called all of us to do. We are never alone.
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Neither Paula nor I plan be put our
names forward to become delegates to
General Conference. But we will play a
role. We will do our best to see that the
delegates elected represent the spirit of
the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference
faithfully. And I speak for myself when I
say that I plan to be at General
Conference as many days as possible in
May of 2016 to hear what is going on and
lend spiritual support to our delegates.
And my friends, if we can get even a
small part of the language that excludes
our LGBTQ sisters and brothers from full
participation in our United Methodist
Church removed forever from the Book
of Discipline it will be a bright day
indeed!
Another, sadder event at this year’s
Annual Conference will be saying
“good bye” to Lowell Greathouse as our
District Superintendent. Lowell has been
connected in one way or another to
Beaverton First for many, many years
and will always be a part of our hearts.
Fortunately he will still be around as the
new Coordinator of Mission and Ministry
for the conference. On a happier note we
will be welcoming Erin Martin as our
new District Superintendent. She is
currently the pastor of Wesley UMC in
Eugene. I am anxious to get to know
Erin and I know all of you will be as
well. That is probably about as much
excitement as we can stand right now! I
know that I am very excited for this
Annual Conference and all it will bring
– some things we anticipate and some
events that will purely be the work of the
Holy Spirit and beyond anyone’s ability
to foresee. Never the less, all of it will be
blessed and all of it will be the work of
Christ in our midst.

Please be in prayer for Paula and me as we prepare our
hearts, minds and spirits for the work ahead and please
keep the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference and the
entire United Methodist Church in prayer for all that is
ahead of us. May we never lose sight of God’s will for
God’s people!

In Faith, Pastor Kathy

The term Annual Conference is used for both our annual
meeting of clergy and laity and for a geographical area under the
spiritual and administrative guidance of a bishop. For clarity I
will put the term in bold when referring to the meeting.
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June
Anniversaries:
Cal and Joyce Hamreus 6/21

Birthdays
Ethel Grabast 06/04

Jack Thomas 06/17

Jacob Rosenbaum 06/05

Elizabeth Wendt 06/18

Roman Walker 06/05

Marlene McCormick06/19

Richard Sunderland 06/07

Timothy Wilson 06/25

Michael Newton 06/08

Louise Moro 06/27

Jayson Church 06/08

Meghan Ushman 06/28

June Reed 06/10
Chincha Bell 06/11
Margie Koch 06/14
Alfreda Jlay 06/14
Maria Sullivan 06/14
Karleen Johnson 06/15
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Church Finances for May 2015
Pledged Giving:
$9,958.00
Unpledged & loose Giving:
$637.13
Other Income:
$6,723.32
Fundraisers:
$210.00
Total Income:
$17,818.45
Transfers:
To assist in Parsonage
Remodel expenses.
Special Giving:

$ 20,354.09

$290.00

(Includes gifts to special funds: not part of the operating funds. Includes building fund, Hunger
Ministries, UMCOR, etc.)

Total Expenses this Month: 38,822.52
Net income this month:
$-530.98
An average of $18,500 is needed to cover monthly Apportionments and all bills due.
Remaining balance on both Church Loans: $66,280.02

2015 Budget Comparisons May
Projected income

$17,447.00

Actual Income

$17,518.45

Projected expenses

$18,768.00

Actual Expenses

$38,222.52

(Church plus
Parsonage remodel)
Year to date total net income: $-20,704.07
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Ruth Fellowship’s End of the Year Pot Luck Picnic on June 10th.
Our Annual Salad Pot Luck will take place at June Reed's home this year. Ladies, bring any kind of salad
and arrive at 11:00a.m. We will assemble our bounty and plan to eat at 11:30a.m. It is always a fun time
to be together. We hope you will mark your calendars and plan to come!
Any questions, call June 503-646-8079

Back Pack Buddies Monthly Summer Food
Drive Coming!
Although School will be out in the next couple
weeks, our Backpack Buddies program plans to
continue collecting food in preparation for the fall.
Each month the focus will be on one much needed
item.
The schedule will be as follows:
June 14th: Soup Sunday
July 12th: Granola Bar Sunday
August 9th: Cereal Sunday
September 13th: Tuna Sunday

!

While shopping this summer, please pick up some
of these items to help our High School homeless
youth. Summer will be over in a blink of an eye
and we need your help to be ready for Back to
School! Thank you so much for continuing to make
a difference in the lives of our local High School
Children in need.
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Stole Project for 2016 UMC General Conference in Portland, OR are in need of
seamstress’s to make these stoles as shown in picture!
“This stole of rainbow colors is intended as a witness of the wearer’s willingness to embrace the
diversity of God’s good creation in his/her own life and in the life of the United Methodist Church…
In practice, this means the wearer stands in solidarity with those who believe all person should be
full participants in the life of the church, in policy and in practice, regardless of sexual orientation or
gender identity.”
Risk Taking Missions would like to participate in the ministry. So how many do you think BFUMC can
furnish? 10? 20? 30? Or more? The goal is to have 2,000 to distribute at the 2016 UMC General
Conference. More information will be available on this project in the near future. Interested contact any
member of the Risk Taking Mission Ministry Team or church office.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

UMCOR School Kits:
In some countries, children don't have books or school supplies. Many have no
schoolrooms; classes are held in inadequate or half-destroyed buildings, tents, or even
the open air. School kits may be these children's only educational resources. This is a
very simple bag to make, but will need volunteers to sew together. RTM will have the
kit, which includes fabric and instructions, on how to construct these bags. As school
time approaches each bag will be filled with the requested school supplies. Contact
Linda Bunga is this project fits your mission of outreach.
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MERLO STATION DINNER
Did you know that HomePlate Youth Services is Washington County’s
only non-profit provider of drop-in centers and street outreach for
young people experiencing homelessness?
Did you know that Risk Taking Missions has an important connection
with HomePlate Youth Services?
Wednesday night, May 13th, we volunteered to prepare and serve dinner
for the homeless youth at Merlo Station School. The food was prepared
at the church and transported over to the school. We served tacos, fruit
salad and cookies. 44 kids signed in for dinner and we served 100 tacos.
The kids were very appreciative and polite.
I received an email from Amy Smetana, the volunteer coordinator for
HomePlate, the next day thanking us for our participation. She said they
had a great time having us and commented that we were a spirited bunch.
That the youth really appreciated the meal and our friendly smiles. She
also said she hoped to see us again soon.
I want to give a special thank you to Linda Bunga. She put together the
shopping list, did a lot of the shopping and organized the volunteers. The
kitchen staff included Linda and Ted Bunga, Edie Flaming, Sharon Keeney
and Wyn Ward. The servers were Cathy Bailey, Roberta White, Bill Wendt,
Roxanne and David Ushman and Pastor Kathy.
I think it’s safe to say the real winners that night were those of us who
prepared and served the meal. We were living our Vision and Mission.
Risk Taking Missions is hopeful that the Church Council and Finance will
approve further opportunities for us to serve the homeless youth at
Merlo Station.
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Food For ThoughT………
Equal Rights
“all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.”
Thomas Jefferson; Declaration of Independence
Civil Rights, what does it mean to you? Prior to 1920 woman in this country did not have the right to
vote. Thanks to women and others willing to stand up for them we enjoy that right today but just the
passing of that law didn’t equate to equal rights for women. Jobs open for women included mostly
Nursing and Teaching which they would be expected to give up once they married. It wasn’t until a surge
in women in the work place during WWII that things began to change. In the 50’s and 60’s the Civil rights
movement focused on race equality. Segregated schools, churches, businesses certainly didn’t fit what we
stated in our Declaration of Independence. In 1964 the Civil Rights Act was passed prohibiting
discrimination of all kinds based on race, color, religion, or national origin. I would hope that most of us
now agree that segregation was very wrong.
I believe the civil rights issue of today is discrimination based on sexual orientation. It wasn’t until
1962 that Illinois became the first state to decriminalize homosexual acts between consenting adults. If
you haven’t seen it I highly recommend the movie The Imitation Game, about the breaking of the Enigma
Code. Alan Turing, credited with breaking the code which they believe helped to end WWII by years,
probably saving England and thousands of lives, was gay. Only ten years after the war he was arrested
for homosexuality and chemically castrated. The side effects of this lead him to commit suicide, what a
way to treat a hero. It wasn’t until 2000 that the first state recognized Civil Unions which lacked in many
of the full benefits afforded legally married couples. The Chief Justice of Massachusetts concluded in
2004 “to deny the protection, benefits, and obligations conferred by civil marriage to gay couples was
unconstitutional because it denied the dignity and equality of all individuals and made them second class
citizens.”
Since then states have passed laws, followed by passing bans, and only in the last few years (2014 for
Oregon) did the states start overturning those bans. Even with a legal state marriage, certain federal
benefits are being denied these couples. It’s true there isn’t the segregation of this group in the way we
saw prior to the 60’s, but I suggest this is because they aren’t as easy to identify, as someone of a different
skin color might be. This just means that to avoid discrimination they need to be careful to hide who they
are. Holding hands, a slight peck on the cheek, like my Husband and I are free to enjoy, can cause them to
be denied service, or even suffer physical harm. How do you think you would react if a couple came to
church and were sitting in a pew next to you holding hands?
We may feel that we are doing enough. That in not saying anything we are doing our part. A quote
from Martin Niemoller comes to mind. Niemoller, a Protestant Pastor said this:
First they came for the Socialist, and I did not speak out – because I was not a Socialist.Then they came for
the Trade Unionist, and I did not speak out- because I was not a Trade Unionist.Then they came for the
Jews, and I did not speak out- because I was not a Jew.Then they came for me- and there was no one left
to speak for me. In his book Of Guilt and Hope he wrote, “Thus, whenever I chance to meet a Jew known
to me before, then, as a Christian, I cannot but tell him: ‘Dear Friend, I stand in front of you, but we can
not get together, for there is guilt between us. I have sinned and my people has sinned against thy people
and against thyself.’” Human Rights should include all Humans. Let us not sin against our Brothers and
Sisters because they aren’t like us, this isn’t the example Jesus set for us.
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