The Witness
Beaverton First United Methodist Church
12555 SW 4th Street – Beaverton, Oregon 97005
Email: office@beavertonumc.org - Website: www.beavertonumc.org
Phone: 503.646.7107

Our Vision: Here at the heart of Beaverton, Christ calls us to feed our community; body, mind and Spirit.
Our Mission: Knowing that our works change our community and ourselves; we seek to ensure that no one in
the Beaverton area goes hungry, investigate the teachings of Christ through research and communion with
others, and respectfully share the love of God with all.

October, 2015
Pastor’s Message

To what worthy causes do you give
your hard-earned cash? I firmly believe, as
do many who study these things, that we are
hard-wired to be generous. Oh, there’s a
tight-fisted aunt or uncle in every family, but
as a norm, human beings have it within them
to be generous by nature. This God-given
instinct to give to others is so compelling that
most of us began, early in life, to give away
part of our hard-earned income to the places
we felt it would do the most good.
I give to four worthy causes – at least I
deem them to be worthy – two monthly and
two on a yearly basis. I give once a year to
the American Cancer Society. When I first
learned I had Acute Myeloid Leukemia in
2007 I went first to the web site of the
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American Cancer Society to find out what
was happening in my body, how it was
treated and what to expect. I appreciated
being able to get that knowledge from a
trust-worthy source.
I give once a year to the Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF). My
sister Nancy has had Type 1 (formerly
known as Juvenile Diabetes) Diabetes since
she was 10. I was diagnosed with Type 1 in
2010. A member of my first congregation,
Yamhill UMC, just died from complications
of Type 1 Diabetes. There are lots of
misconceptions about this disease – that it’s
under control, that those who have it lead
completely normal lives – what I know for
sure is that the research funded by the JDRF
and the American Cancer Society are part of
the reason I’m still breathing. So I give
I give once a month to Oregon Public
Broadcasting. The radio in my car hasn’t
left 91.5 in so long I think it’s probably
frozen there. I like the news and
commentary I get there. I REALLY like the
lack of commercials! I have learned to live
with the pledge drives that happen three
times a year and make me think
commercials might not be so bad! Then I
remember, yes, commercials are that bad!

Pastor’s Message Cont.
More on pledge drives in a moment.
I give once a month to Beaverton First
United Methodist Church. Oddly enough, I
give to BFUMC for the same reasons I give to
the American Cancer Society and to the Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation. I think we save
lives. We provide a place for the worship of
God and God’s Son, Jesus Christ. We provide
(commercial free!) access to the life-giving
Spirit that renews our hearts and souls and
reassures us that we go through nothing that life
can throw at us alone.
We provide classes, small groups and
opportunities for Spiritual growth and to learn
about our faith so that when “life happens” (or
cancer, or diabetes) you’ll have a strong
foundation to stand on. We provide our
community with resources so that when “life
happens” to people we’ve never met before they
will find food and the face of Christ at our door.
We provide a building on the corner of 4th and
Watson – where it has been standing in one
form or another for 130 years – that is a source
of hope for those who have none.
I give once a month to Beaverton First United
Methodist Church. God told me to. It’s as much a
part of my life as eating, praying, sleeping,
reading God’s word, sharing the Lord’s Supper
with all of you, watching my favorite TV show on
Tuesday night, petting my cat, breathing. Jesus
said, "If you wish to be perfect, go, sell your
possessions, and give the money to the poor, and
you will have treasure in heaven.” (Matthew
19:21, NRSV) I gave up on perfect a long time
ago, and I have yet to sell all my
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possessions, but I give of the good things,
the first fruits that God gives me – my money,
my salary – every month. I’m a big believer in
treasure in heaven.
I also give every month to OPB – if you
remember. I do that in spite of their annoying
pledge drives because I know there is no way
they can continue to be a functioning radio
station and give me commercial free news if I
don’t. In October we will begin our once yearly
Stewardship campaign. We’re trying our best to
do things very differently this year. We’re
calling it the “This is not the Usual Stewardship
Campaign” Stewardship Campaign. It’s going to
be low-key and mostly we’ll talk to you about all
the good BFUMC does here at the corner of 4th
and Watson. We also hope it is not so low-key
that you miss it entirely.
So this article is just a reminder that
giving is important, part of our God-given
instinct toward generosity. It is as much a part
of our spiritual lives as eating, praying,
sleeping… and breathing.
On The Path Together,
Pastor Kathy

BFUMC Missions in Action!
Stoles for 2016 General Conference

On Monday, Sept. 21, 7 women gathered at June Reed's
home and worked on the stoles. Kathy Johnson and
Sharon Keeney cut out 16 yards of material, while
Melanie Sedler, Linda Nichols, June Reed, sewed them
together, Charlotte Jackson had the hot iron and pressed
after they were turned. Linda Bunga filled in where she
could. Twenty five are ready for the hand stitching, and
28+ still need to be completed.
There will be another sewing, turning, pressing and
hand stitching event in the upcoming future.

Tuesday October 13th will be our church’s day to volunteer for Meals on Wheels People
at Elsie Stuhr Senior Center. Drivers should be at the Elsie Stuhr Center at 10:00 a.m.
Please call Pat Tervooren at 503-644-7475 regarding this program.
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Homeplate
at Merlo
Station

The time has come again for BFUMC to give a helping hand to feed the hungry in our
community by cooking and serving a Homeplate Youth Services dinner. Wednesday
October 28th at 3:30pm we will begin pre-cooking in BFUMC’s kitchen, then transport
the food to Merlo Station High School. Once there, we help serve & assist with clean up.
These can all be done in shifts to fit into your schedule.
Any questions, contact Linda Bunga
Remember: Homeplate Youth Service is Washington County’s only non-profit provider of
drop-in centers and street outreach for young people experiencing homelessness. Please
help if possible, as many hands are needed to make this happen.

Back Pack Buddies

School is back in and our
donations are again making a
difference with Beaverton
youth in need at Merlo Station
High School.
Thank you for continuing to
take note of the “item of the
month” and placing them in the
large basket located in the
Fireside Room.

October =
Beef Jerky and or Slim Jims
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Woman’s Group
Ruth Circle will meet for lunch on October 14 at 11:30am at the Village Inn located at 10650
SW Beaverton-Hillsdale Hwy. All women are invited for food and fellowship! If you need a ride,
please call Edie Flaming at 503 590-2331.

Church Finance Report
April: Income $17,818.45 Expenses $38,039.58

May: Income $21,791.20 Expenses $20,943.53

June: Income $15,523.43 Expenses $19,448.01

July: Income $16,508.40 Expenses $20,065.37

Aug: Income $21,183.64 Expenses $30,387.4
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It’s

“This is not the Usual Stewardship
Campaign!” Time!

Stewardship is not just about money. It’s about taking care of
all the things God has given us to care for… our building, our
church family, our Beaverton community and, yes, our money. To
do that work of ministry and mission we have teams of people to
work together for the good of us all. They are our Passionate
Worship Team, our Risk-taking Missions Team, our Radical
Hospitality Team, our Intentional Faith Development Team, plus our
Finance Team, our Trustees, our Staff-Parish RelationsTeam and
our Nominations Team.
If you have two hours a month to help organize all the ministry
we do at this church, we’d really appreciate your help. Go to
www.beavertonumc.org, check out the Ministry page where the
work of each team is described, then fill out the Team Volunteer
Form. Or, sign up anytime on the board in the Fireside Room at
church.
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….we have a redesigned Web Site?
www.beavertonumc.org has a completely new look!
Check out the “Ministry” page where you can find out what the
Ministry Teams, that organize our church, are up to. Then use the
Team Volunteer Form to volunteer.
Check out the “Nehemiah Page”, or the “What’s Ahead” page
to find out the latest “Save the Date” options.

Check it several times a week so you won’t miss a thing!

- 7-

Anniversaries
Ken & Zelda Anderson
Jack & Edna Wiley

Birthdays
Judy Munger

10/02

Roberta Cox

10/03

Erin Bolken

10/04

Kristian Kingstad 10/04
Natalie Bolken
Layla Bolken

10/11
10/14

Charlotte Miller

10/18

Kathy Johnson

10/19

Ali Faxon

10/24

Tongia Taufoou

10/30
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10/01

10/08

October 2015
Monday

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

Friday

Saturday

2
Pastor Kathy's
Sabbath

3

9
Pastor Kathy's
Sabbath

10

15
16
10:00am Holiday Pastor Kathy's
Bazaar
Sabbath
Workgroup

17

October 2015
4
5
10:30am Worship
{World
Communion
Sunday}

11
12
10:30am Worship
2:00pm
Hospitality
Team Meeting

6
2:30pm
Intentional Faith
Development
Team Meeting

7:00pm Praise
Band Rehearsal
7:30pm Choir
Rehearsal

13
14
10:00am Meals on
Wheels

6:30pm Finance
Team Meeting
18
19
10:30am Worship

7
8
10:00am Missions
Team Meeting

20

7:00pm Board of
Trustees Meeting

7:00pm Praise
Band Rehearsal
7:30pm Choir
Rehearsal

7:00pm Church
Council

21

22

23
Pastor Kathy's
Sabbath

24

28
29
3:00pm Homeplate
meal prepHosting at Merlo
Station
7:00pm Praise
Band Rehearsal
7:30pm Choir
Rehearsal

30
Pastor Kathy's
Sabbath

31

7:00pm Praise
Band Rehearsal
7:30pm Choir
Rehearsal
25
26
10:30am Worship

6:30pm SPRC
Meeting

27

- 9-

