The Witness
Beaverton First United Methodist Church
12555 SW 4th Street – Beaverton, Oregon 97005
Email: office@beavertonumc.org - Website: www.beavertonumc.org
Phone: 503.646.7107

Our Vision: Here at the heart of Beaverton, Christ calls us to feed our community; body, mind and Spirit.
Our Mission: Knowing that our works change our community and ourselves; we seek to ensure that no one in
the Beaverton area goes hungry, investigate the teachings of Christ through research and communion with
others, and respectfully share the love of God with all.

November, 2015
Pastor’s Message
It was a deep and meaningful
question meant to help people explore
with a group of fellow Christians the
depth of their Christian spiritual
experience.
This question was at the heart of
what Wesley called a “class meeting.”
Here in the 20th-21st Century the term
“class meeting” doesn’t mean much to
us.
The better phrase would probably
be “small group.” But now days even
that term is loaded with meaning… what
does your “small group” do? Does it
study the Bible or work on a mission
project? It’s hard for us to imagine a
group whose sole purpose is to hold each
other accountable to their relationship
with God.
Can you imagine being asked, “How have
you seen God at work this week?” How
would you prepare to answer that
question? Would it make you look more
deeply into your own spiritual life?

“How is it with your soul?” This is
the question that John Wesley said was at
the heart of the small group meetings that
every Methodist attended back when
Methodism was new. More about that in
a minute!
“How is it with your soul?” does not
mean “how are you?” It really means,
“How is your relationship with God right
now?
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Pastor’s Message Cont.

Now here’s the amazing part… from
1776 until about 1850 if you wanted to be a
member of a Methodist Church you were
required to be a member of a “class
meeting.” That’s right! Membership in a
small group was a requirement for
membership in the church.
Here’s another weird statistic… during
those same years, membership in the
Methodist Episcopal Church in the United
States went from less than 3% of the
population of people who affiliated with a
religious organization to just over 34% of
that population. Methodism was the most
popular Protestant denomination in the
United States.
Where did I get all of these Fun Facts?
I’m writing this during a break in a
workshop I’m attending on “The Class
Meeting – Reclaiming a Forgotten (and
Essential) Small Group Experience.” This is
also the name of a book by a Methodist
writer by the name of Kevin M. Watson and
he is the leader of our workshop. I’m here
with over 300 of my colleagues from Oregon,
Washington and Idaho gaining a little
knowledge, and learning that it wasn’t the
mega-church down the road who invented
the concept of the small group, it was the
early Methodists!
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Speaking of which, we have a
new small group starting on Thursday,
November 12. It is a “theology pub,”
meeting at the McMenamins in Cedar
Hills. It’s open to anyone who wants to
talk about important issues of time,
place and… faith. Who knows
someone may even ask you how it is
with your soul?
On The Path Together,
Pastor Kathy

Birthdays
Cathy Bailey 11/10

Sue Wild 11/20

Eric Bolken 11/28

Phil Wendt 11/17
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BFUMC Missions in Action!
Risk Taking Missions for the year 2015!
As we approach Thanksgiving, the RTM Team would like to extend our
heartfelt “Thanks” to the congregation of BFUMC for the generosity of
outreach that has been provided to those in our community this past
year. We take the time to reflect upon all those that have given their
money, their service and their prayers by showing God’s love.
Missions are:











Delivering Meals on Wheels from Else Stuhr Center each month to
those that are home bound.
Visiting or playing games with residents of Avamere Rehab &
Specialty Care Ctr.
Furnishing Merlo Station High School Teen Food Pantry program
(formerly Backpack Buddies) food for students in need to use 7
days a week.
Providing hot meals through HomePlate Youth Services on
scheduled Wednesday evenings to the youth of Washington
County in May, August and October.
Sewing of UMCOR School Kits and providing the supplies to fill
them.
Administering Safeway Cards that provide gas, food, personal
hygiene, etc. needed by those experiencing hard times.
Supporting Assistant Fund which provides assistance with rent,
utilities, and bus tickets.
Sewing Reconciling Stoles for the General Conference of 2016.

We will be providing the teens at Merlo Station a $10 gift card from
Fred Meyer or Target once again this year. There will be a Christmas
tree decorated with faux gift cards to help as a reminder to pick up one
at either location during the holiday season. Cards may be placed in
“present box” on the back table or turned into the office. Thank you!!

Merlo Station High School Teen Food Pantry
( Formerly Back Pack Buddies)
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Thank you for continuing to
take note of the “item of the
month” and placing them in the
large basket located in the
Fireside Room. Your
donations are much needed
food items that are given to
Merlo Station High Schoolers
who are experiencing very
difficult times.

November Item:

Dry soup in a Cup

Tuesday November 10th will be our church’s day to volunteer for Meals on Wheels People
at Elsie Stuhr Senior Center. Drivers should be at the Elsie Stuhr Center at 10:00 a.m.
Please call Pat Tervooren at 503-644-7475 regarding this program.
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BFUMC Hosts India Night on
November 7th!
India Night is the primary fundraiser for the Good Samaritan
Ministries, India Satellite.
With a ticket, enjoy a great Indian Dinner that gets rave reviews (and
cooked mostly by Americans!)

This year Rev. Dr. P. Yesu Ratnam will be our focus for India Night—it
is the first one he has attended. He has traveled from India to speak to
us about all the work we do in India.
The dinner will be held in our Wesley Hall. The program starts
promptly at 6PM and usually is finished before nine. Seating this
year starts at 5:15pm.

Menu

Methodist Chicken Tikka Masala (Veggy version uses Tofu and is really good)
New Basmati Spiced Rice
Susie's Raita
Nan
Mango Ice cream

There will be a chance to give to support the GSM India satellite during
the night.

Tickets available through Mike Wild or on the
Good Samaritan Ministries website: www.evenbrite.com
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BFUMC Holiday Bazaar
Friday, November 13th
and
Saturday November 14th

9:00 am – 4:00 pm
Light lunch served
from 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

Handmade items for Christmas, Home Décor,
Original Art, Organic Soaps, Jewelry, And Fresh
Homemade Baked Goods.
Volunteers needed for set-up, Bazaar days and cleanup. Please contact Charlotte Jackson or Sharron Keeney
to sign up.
- 7-

SAVE THE DATE For The BEAVERTON TREE
LIGHTING!
Friday, December 4th our church family will again be serving hot cider
at the Beaverton City Tree Lighting.

It has been an opportunity to witness to the community and make new
friends.


Help will be needed from 3:00pm to
4:30pm to set up and warm the cider.



Serving the cider starts at 4:30pm.
You may also help by bringing cider to the church at any time!
We will need lots of help and lots of cider!

This event is great fun and we hope you will be there!
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……..we have our Annual Charge Conference meeting November 8th
At 4:00pm?

Not sure what the Charge conference is about? No worries, here is the
explanation from the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church:

“The primary responsibilities of the charge conference in the annual
meeting shall be to review and evaluate the total mission and
ministry of the church, receive reports, and adopt objectives and
goals recommended by the church council that are in keeping with
the objectives of The United Methodist Church.”
Please Join us for this important meeting as we share this information
pertaining to our Church with our wonderful District Superintendent,
Erin Martin.
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November 2015
Sunday
1

Monday
2

10:30am Worship
All Saints Day

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

4
5
10:00am Missions
Team Meeting

3

2:30pm
Intentional Faith
Development
Team Meeting

Friday
6
Pastor Kathy's
Sabbath

10:30am
Worship
Charge
Conference
4:00pm

9
2:00pm
Hospitality
Team Meeting

10
11
10:00am Meals on
Wheels-Stuhr
Veterans Day
Center

Church
Office
Closed

6:30pm Finance
Team Meeting

15
16
10:30am Worship

22
23
10:30am Worship

6:30pm SPRC
Meeting

17

24

12

18

19

7:00pm Praise
Band Rehearsal
7:30pm Choir
Rehearsal

7:00pm Church
Council

25

7:00pm Praise
Band Rehearsal
7:30pm Choir
Rehearsal

29
30
10:30am Worship
United Methodist
Student Day

First Sunday
of Advent

- 10-

13

India Night

14

Holiday
Bizaar

Holiday
Bizaar

9am-4pm

9am-4pm

Holiday Bazaar
Set-up
9:30am
7:00pm Board of
Trustees Meeting

7

5:15pm
Doors Open
6:00pm
Program Starts

7:00pm Praise
Band Rehearsal
7:30pm Choir
Rehearsal

October 2015

8

Saturday

20
Pastor Kathy's
Sabbath

21

26

27

28

Church
Office
Closed

Church
Office
Closed

Thanksgiving

